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The 
Huchuins
lived along 
El Cerrito 
Creek & 
likely used 
the present 
day Gill Tract 
as foraging 
grounds.1

Luis Maria 
Peralta 
received 
43,000 acres 
of land as 
gift from 
Spanish 
government 
that included 
most of 
today’s East 
Bay. He gave 
a portion of 
this land to 
his son, Jose 
Domingo 
Peralta.2

Jose 
Domingo 
Peralta 
divided his 
land into 
individual 
parcels and 
sold off a 
large portion 
to various 
buyers. 
Captain B.D. 
Boswell 
bought one 
of these 
parcels that 
included the 
present day 
Gill Tract.3

Edward 
Gill, a local 
horticulturist 
& arborist, 
bought 
104 acres 
of Captain 
Boswell’s 
land and 
established 
a large plant 
nursery, 
botanical 
garden and 
his home 
on the site. 
The property 
became 
known as 
the “Gill 
Nursery” 
and later, the 
“Gill Tract”.4

Upon 
Edward Gill’s 
death, the 
Gill family 
decided to 
sell their 
farm. UC 
Berkeley 
bought all 
104 acres of 
the Gill Tract 
from the Gill 
Family for 
$450,000.5 

The US 
Department 
of 
Agriculture 
(USDA) 
bought 16 
acres of the 
Gill Tract to 
establish 
the Western 
Region 
Research 
Center which 
still exists 
today.6 

The Federal 
Public 
Housing 
Authority 
temporarily 
claimed 42 
acres of the 
Gill Tract 
for wartime 
housing 
efforts. After 
the war 
ended, UC 
Berkeley 
purchased 
some of the 
resulting 
Codornices 
Village.7

UC Berkeley 
established 
the 
Experiment 
Station for 
the Center 
for Biological 
Control at 
the Gill Tract. 
36 acres of 
land were 
dedicated 
agricultural 
research, 
most noteably 
in an effort to 
find biological 
alternatives 
to synthetic 
pesticides.8
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In the late 
1940s, Carl 
Huffaker and 
collaborators 
successfully 
implemented 
a beneficial 
insect 
program to 
control the 
Klamath 
weed to save 
California 
rangeland. 
This led to an 
approximate 
savings of 
$79 million by 
1984.10

Robert van 
den Bosch, 
professor of 
entomology at 
UC Berkeley, 
wrote The 
Pesticide 
Conspiracy 
and coined the 
term “pesticide 
treadmill”. He 
contributed 
to seminole 
research in 
Integrated Pest 
Management 
and became 
a well-known 
eco-activist 
against the 
pesticide 
industry.9
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A large 
portion of 
the existing 
historic 
laboratories, 
greenhouses 
and 
classrooms 
at the 
Gill Tract 
Experiment 
Station were 
demolished 
to make 
way for 
development 
plans.14

Occupy the 
Farm, a 
movement 
to “take 
back” the 
land under 
development 
at the Gill 
Tract and 
establish a 
community 
farm, began 
in April 2012.
During this 
three-week 
encampment 
with over 
200 activists, 
15,000 
seedlings 
were planted.15

2004
An amended 
University 
Village Master 
Plan of 1998 
outlined plans 
to change 
the land use 
of the Gill 
Tract from 
“Academic 
Reserve” to 
“Recreation 
& Open 
Space”, which 
outlined 
plans for a 
community 
center and 
2 baseball 
fields.13

The University 
entered into 
a 10-year 
agreement 
to preserve 
10-acres 
of the Gill 
Tract, north 
of Village 
Creek, for 
agriculture 
uses. The 
UC Gill Tract 
Community 
Farm was 
formed as 
part of this 
agreement.16

The UC 
Gill Tract 
Community 
Farm, logged 
approximately 
18,500 
pounds of 
produce 
grown and 
distributed 
to the 
surrounding 
community 
after 15 
months in 
operation.17

2013

2015

UC Berkeley 
signed a deal 
to receive 
$25 million 
in funding 
from Novartis 
to research 
genetic 
modifications 
of agricultural 
products, 
which 
competed with 
the organic-
based pest 
management 
studies for 
use of the Gill 
Tract.12

The Bay Area 
Coalition for 
Urban Agriculture 
(BACUA) proposes 
a plan to UC 
Berkeley to create 
“the world’s first 
university center 
on sustainable 
urban agriculture 
and food 
systems”. Over 50 
supporters from 
local non-profits 
and distinguished 
individuals 
to University 
faculty, signed 
the proposal, but 
efforts proved 
futile.11
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